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For over 16 years, Advocates
for the West has been

protecting western public

lands and native wildlife.

The Trump administration’s
obstructionist policies and
“energy dominance” agenda
have made our work more critical
than ever, and we are staying
busy fighting for the West.

Protecting Bears Ears and
Grand Staircase Escalante
National Monuments

We are continuing to advise

our major client, Conservation
Lands Foundation (CLF) on

its D.C. federal court litigation
challenging Trump’s efforts to
eliminate protections on nearly
2 million acres within Bears
Ears and Grand Staircase
Escalante National Monuments.
This case asserts that the
Antiquities Act grants presidents
the authority to declare and
designate a national monument,
but does not allow Trump to
remove such protections.

The Department of Justice,
some western states, fossil fuel

companies, and other extractive
industries have joined forces

in an attempt to delay a court
decision. Almost 17 months have
passed since Trump issued his
executive orders rescinding the
prior monument designations,
and the Department of Interior is
preparing new land use plans for
the areas removed from these
national monuments, which will
likely call for more oil and gas
leasing, road construction, and
industrial uses on these lands.

We are evaluating these
developments with CLF
and anticipate ramping
up the litigation to reverse
Trump’s unlawful actions.

California Desert
Conservation Lands

Advocates for the West is
challenging a BLM proposal to
allow gold mine exploration in
critical Joshua Tree woodlands,
which includes habitat for
imperiled native plants and areas
of critical environmental concern.
If BLM moves forward with this
project, we are ready and willing
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r% CHALLENGING TRUMP
im ROLLBACKS ON PUBLIC LANDS

Todd Tucci, Senior Attorney (Boise, ID Office)

to push this case as fast and
far as needed to protect these
unmatched natural resources.

Recently, BLM issued a second
proposal to allow for lithium

mine exploration in this same
region, and we are preparing our
opposition. These lands were
designated for conservation
purposes, and we will fight to
protect the integrity of the area.

Protecting Desert
Tortoise Habitat and
Recreational Lands

We are fighting a proposal to
construct a road through the
Red Cliffs National Conservation
Area and Mojave Desert
Tortoise Reserve. In 2017,

we defeated Washington
County’s efforts to punch a
highway through the NCA.

This defeat did not dissuade
Washington County and others
from taking another run at

it — and this time they may
have found an advocate in
Secretary Bernhardt’'s BLM.

The County and BLM are poised
to announce a plan to permit the
construction of the North Corridor
highway, but we are prepared

to challenge and put this project
to rest once and for all.

Training the Next Generation
of Conservation Leaders

As part of Advocates for the
West’s work with CLF and

its 70+ “Friends” groups,

we have developed a series
of advocacy and education
trainings designed to arm our
partners with legal knowledge
and skills. We have presented
nearly 20 courses to hundreds
of staff and board members,
including topics covering

our bedrock environmental
laws and how to engage in
agency decision-making.

Protecting the Owyhee
Canyonlands

Advocates for the West is
suing once again over livestock
grazing in the Owyhee
Canyonlands in southwestern
Idaho. We have been fighting

to protect this landscape and
its riparian and sage-grouse
habitat for over 20 years.

As a result of our prior litigation,
BLM finally acknowledged that
livestock grazing is harming
sage-grouse habitat and
populations across this vast
desert landscape. However,
the Department of Interior is
refusing to act, and recently
permitted status quo grazing in
the Battle Creek, East Castle
Creek and Owens allotments.

This case is currently on
administrative appeal, and we
anticipate bringing federal court
litigation soon. Advocates for
the West remains committed

to this high desert landscape,
and holding BLM accountable
for its mismanagement of

our natural heritage.

WE WILL-FIGHT

- TO PROTECT THE. .
“INTEGRITY OF THE

AREA.”
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Upper Willamette River
Salmon and Steelhead

This spring, Advocates for the
West sought an emergency
injunction to force the Army
Corps of Engineers to change
its operations of thirteen

dams in the Upper Willamette
River to protect threatened
spring Chinook and winter
steelhead—the only two native
runs of salmonids in this major
watershed in Western Oregon.

Our request follows up on an
initial victory we scored in this
litigation last year. Shortly after
filing the lawsuit, the Corps
agreed with us that the agency
must reinitiate consultation under
the Endangered Species Act.
This will require the agency and
the National Marine Fisheries
Service to complete a new plan
that ensures the dam operations
allow these species to survive
and recover. Because this new

man will take several years to

ish and implement, we are
continuing our lawsuit to ensure

* these species are not driven
to extinction in the interim.

SEEKING EMERGENCY RELIEF TO PROTECT
IMPERILED SPECIES IN OREGON

Lizzie Potter, Staff Attorney & Laurie Rule, Senior Attorney (Portland, OR office)

To protect these fish in the
coming years, the Corps must
make major and immediate
improvements to juvenile fish
passage and water quality
conditions. According to expert
scientists, the agency can do so
by releasing water and lowering
deep reservoirs in ways that
prioritize fish needs above

other dam purposes like power
production. We have asked a
federal court in Portland to order
the Corps to implement these and
other interim measures this year.

Our lawsuit is increasing public
awareness of the plight of these
genetically unique but highly
imperiled salmon, which have
historically not received the
public and political attention
they deserve. This spring,
American Rivers identified

the Upper Willamette River

as number five of the top ten
most endangered rivers in the
country due to the impacts

of the Corps’ dam operations
on fish and water quality.

Oregon’s congressional
delegation is also paying attention

now, and just convened a “State
of the Willamette River” workshop
focused on these conflicts.
Diverse stakeholders are rallying
together and supporting the
solutions that we seek through
our lawsuit. We are encouraged
to see momentum building

to restore wild salmon runs
through the heart of Portland.

Advocates for the West will
keep the pressure on the
Corps in the courtroom and
ensure that the agency does
not shirk its responsibility to
these highly imperiled species
and the communities who rely
on salmonids for subsistence,
recreational, spiritual, and
€conomic purposes.

Oregon Spotted Frog and
Sensitive Fens and Plants
Along with the Willamette
injunction, our Oregon office
has been busy with a second
emergency injunction motion
to continue our longstanding
efforts to protect extraordinary
biodiversity from cattle grazing
on the Antelope Allotment in
south central Oregon’s Fremont-

Willamette River in Oregon — Joshua Rainey Photography/Shutterstock

Winema National Forest.

This area supports a genetically
important population of Oregon
spotted frog and the highest
concentrations of fens—a
unique wetland that houses
sensitive plants and mollusks—
on Forest Service lands in

the Pacific Northwest. Local
residents, scientists, conservation
groups, and recreationists
treasure this area and its rare
ecological characteristics, and
have fought for its protection

for more than a decade.

Advocates for the West has won
two prior rounds of litigation
over this area, and most
recently secured an injunction
that stopped cattle grazing

in key areas during 2017 and
2018. Nevertheless, the Forest
Service has refused to solve
the long-standing conflicts

here, and recently approved
new decisions that dramatically
increase the number of sensitive
riparian areas and habitat

that are open to grazing.

We are asking the federal court
to block these new grazing plans

and maintain the ecological
integrity of the sensitive habitats
from grazing damage, based

on the extensive science—
which the Forest Service
disregarded, in violation of
bedrock environmental laws.

We will continue fighting on behalf
of our coalition of conservation
partners, and hope this round

of litigation secures a long-term
solution that prevents cattle
grazing from destroying these
unique ecological resources.
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“YOoU CANNOT ADDRESS THE SALMON
ISSUE WITHOUT ADDRESSING DAMS.”’

—IpAHO CoNGRESSMAN MIKE SivPsonN

/am » A CALL TO ACTION ON SALMON
e f AND DAMS

Doug DeRoy, Wild Fish Advocate (Portland, OR Office)

This April during the Andrus
Center for Puplic Policy’s forum
on salmon and dams in Boise,
Idaho Republican Congressman
Mike Simpson made a bold and
clear statement: “You cannot
address the salmon issue
without addressing dams.”

He described his experience
witnessing a lone female salmon
attempt to spawn in Idaho’s
Stanley Basin at Marsh Creek,
900 miles from the ocean,

and revealed that over the last
couple of years he’s been asking
stakeholders around the region
one simple question: “What if?”

“We should not manage just
to keep these salmon off

the extinction list; we should
manage them to bring back a
healthy, sustainable population
in Idaho,” Simpson said. He
acknowledged that while
salmon recovery efforts in the
Columbia/Snake River Basin

have probably kept Idaho’s
salmon from going extinct, all of
Idaho’s salmon runs are either
threatened or endangered, and
they are trending down, not up.

Simpson also spotlighted the
shared fate of the Bonneville
Power Administration (BPA)
and ldaho’s wild salmon and
steelhead. “You cannot address
the salmon issue without
addressing the challenges the
BPA has. They are interwoven.”

BPA is unable to sell power at
competitive market rates, largely
because of the fish and wildlife
mitigation expenses that it must
recover under the Northwest
Power Act, which requires BPA
to balance the Northwest’s
environment and energy needs
through a regional power plan
and fish and wildlife program.

If BPA fails to bring its prices
down, it risks losing many of

its customers when their long-
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term contracts expire in 2028.

“The BPA is operating under
regulatory regimes set up in
the 1980s,” Simpson said. “It
worked well in the 1980s and

| am not being critical of it,” he
said, “But it’s nearly 40 years
old.” Simpson thinks it’s time
for a Northwest Power Act 2.0
to address the region’s salmon
crisis and power challenges.

“I'm getting tired of Idaho paying
the costs of those dams and
getting none of the benefits,”

he said, explaining that Idaho
receives only 6% of all the
power being produced by the
BPA, but it sends 487,000

acre feet of water downriver,
“and most of all, we are not
getting salmon back in Idaho.”

While Simpson admitted he does
not have any official proposals
ironed out, he previewed some
of his outside-the-box ideas,
including securing the grain

shippers their own rail line to
transport wheat west in lieu of
barging. Industry representatives
were open to at least considering
that in the panel discussions
following Simpson’s speech.

“We need to stop thinking about
what currently exists and ask
ourselves what do we want the
Northwest to look like in 10,

20, 30, 40, 50 years,” Simpson
said. Simpson, 68 years old, is
leaning in with the goal of seeing
Idaho’s salmon and steelhead
runs recovered in his lifetime.

For over a decade, Advocates
for the West has been fighting to
protect the Pacific Northwest’s
wild salmon and steelhead

and their spawning habitat. As
their populations continue to
plummet, we are broadening
our scope of work to challenge
more of these threats.

We recently filed our brief
opposing EPA’s appeal of our

win last fall ordering the agency
to comply with the Clean Water
Act and address high water
temperatures that kill salmon
and steelhead migrating in the
Columbia and Snake Rivers.
Climate change is causing
longer stretches of unusually
hot days, resulting in abnormally
high water temperatures in the
reservoirs behind the rivers’
dams. We are keeping pressure
on the EPA to fully consider the
impacts this hot water has on
our wild fish, and to act swiftly
to address the problem.

This is just one of many tactics
Advocates for the West is taking
to help bring our wild salmon and
steelhead populations back from
the brink of extinction. We are
encouraged to know that Idaho
politicians like Simpson are
finally taking this critical issue

to heart, and we hope many
other key players will now join
the fight to save our wild fish.

Sockeye salmon migration — Feng Yu/Shutterstock

Advocates for the Wes-_tlﬂ; 1
=



FIGHTING TO KEEP GOLD MINING OUT
OF THE CENTENNIAL MOUNTAINS

Bryan Hurlbutt, Staff Attorney (Boise, Idaho Office)

About 60 miles of the Continental
Divide National Scenic Tralil
run through the Centennial
Mountains, which form the
boundary between Idaho and
southwest Montana. The range
is home to an abundance of
wildlife — moose, elk, deer,
wolverines, badgers, black
bears, mountain goats, lynx,
wolves, grizzly bears, and

a wide variety of birds.

The Centennials are recognized
as a critical corridor for wildlife
movement, connecting the
Yellowstone Ecosystem with
the rest of the northern Rocky
Mountains in Idaho and
Montana. Unlike most ranges
in the Rockies, the Centennials
trend east to west, creating a
natural high-elevation bridge
out from Yellowstone. Without
this bridge, populations of
“threatened” species, like
grizzlies, will be isolated,
hindering their chances of
recovery and making them
more susceptible to extinction.

This is where a mining company,
Canada-based Otis Gold,
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hopes to build an open-pit,
cyanide heap leach gold mine.

at the site, but the Forest
Service failed to adequately
protect these sensitive species
from Otis Gold’s intensive
exploration activities.

Otis Gold has conducted
limited drilling at the Kilgore
project site in the Centennials
since 2010. Now, the company
wants to significantly expand
its mine exploration onto
public land in the Caribou-
Targhee National Forest.

The Forest Service also failed
to protect grizzlies and their
habitat. The healthy stands of
are suitable habitat for griz;l -
bears. As grizzly populations in-
Yellowstone increase
and expand thqlr- o N
range, the neafby _“
Kilgore project =
area can support
these bears,* *h-
“well as t;ea

In 2018, the Forest Service
approved Otis Gold’s expanded
drilling plan. As approved, Otis
Gold will clear forest to construct
around ten miles of roads,
including on steep and unstable
slopes and near streams. Otis
will also bulldoze 140 drill sites
and conduct 24-7 drilling deep
underground from July through |

November for the next five years
'l-

The Kilgore prOJect site is west* v
of Island Park, in a forested =~ |
area dissected by numerous

streams that flow into West.
Camas Creek and Beaver
Creek, and eventually into ~
the Camas National V\[ild}l.fgfl %
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we filed our opening brief along
with numerous declarations from
experts in strong opposition
to Otis’s plan. We are asking
the court to halt this poorly
planned project and send the
Forest Service | back to the
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eo-- o 0jec pacts,
r@gn Ol ;1 ater .,.‘1 i
b C JI |




kept our-
S in order

ow pursuing -

ters of Counseling
ee at I&aho State
erS|ty in order to fulfill
areer goal of becoming

ntal eaﬂ th professional.

?;,J: ﬁ"l'é‘rt&
eam, Talasi grad
In rsity of Mc
-and then cle
aS oi

'." f ( ed@r

'8

l|
=i Jf‘r

: -H: on cases she spearheaded.
: in recent years,.pafncularu

./”

W|th Western Watersheds

,' ‘Project (WWP), our longtime
) ‘5' “client and ally. We will continue

worklng closely with Talasi

| fighting rogue agency Wildlife
Services over its Idaho

'a, wildlife killing operations.

Congratulations to Talasi on
her new position with WWP!-
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"Hanaring the Sacred™”

Be a Defender of Public Lands!

Tzo-Nah Fund is committed to defending the West’s treasured
public lands. So committed, in fact, that they have stepped up to
support Advocates for the West with a $50,000 matching grant.
We invite you to double down on your investment in public lands
defense. Today your gift will be matched, dollar for dollar, up to
$50,000.
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